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Dear Presiding Officer,   

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 
(Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill   
 
I am writing to you as Presiding Officer and Chair of the Scottish Parliament 
Corporate Body to draw your attention to the Equalities and Human Rights 
Committee’s Stage 1 Report published on 20 December 2020. 
 
You will see at paragraphs 87-90 the Committee received some evidence on 
including the Scottish Parliament within the definition of a public authority under 
section 6 of the Bill, which would make it unlawful for a public authority to act 
incompatibly with the UNCRC requirements. 
 
At paragraph 91, the Committee concluded that— 
 
“While there has been support for the inclusion of the Scottish Parliament as a 
public authority, detailed discussion on the matter has been limited. In principle, 
the Committee would like to see the Scottish Parliament included within the 
definition of a public authority and therefore subject to the duty not to act in a 
way which is incompatible with the UNCRC requirements. Currently however, 
there appears to be insufficient evidence on the matter to take a definitive view. 
We are also conscious it would be unhelpful for the Bill to be judicially reviewed, 
potentially delaying commencement.” 
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As such, the Committee has asked the Scottish Government for an update on 
the officials’ discussions to inform Stage 2.  
 
The Committee would also find it helpful to know what consideration you or the 
Scottish Parliament Corporate Body has given to addressing the matters raised 
in evidence.   
 
This letter is copied to John Swinney MSP, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet 
Secretary for Education and Skills as the Cabinet Secretary responsible for the 
Bill. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Clerks of the Committee.      
 
Yours sincerely,  
  

  
 
Ruth Maguire MSP 
Convener 
Equalities and Human Rights Committee 
 


